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Commodore’s Comments 
 

Did you know that over three thousand young oysters 
were raised at SSA over the last year?  Each year, SSA 
members, volunteering with the Chesapeake Bay 
Foundation, receive oyster seed during early fall and 
place them in cages hanging from SSA’s docks.  After 
the oysters have grown to adult size (around one to two 
inches), they are returned to CBF and are placed on a 
sanctuary reef in the Severn River, where they live on 
without being harvested to help reinforce the ecosystem 
of our River and the Chesapeake Bay.  If you are 
interested in joining SSA’s oyster gardening program 
this fall, please contact Matt Lynch directly at 
mlynch357@yahoo.com. 
 

As you may have read in the weekly Breeze emails, a car 
was recently stolen from SSA.  While this is the first car 
theft at SSA that we are aware of, the Board of 
Governors has modified our parking policies to help 
ensure security.  Effective immediately, you are not 
required to leave the keys in a car blocking another car.  
If your car is blocking another car, the keys should be 
left inside the clubhouse on the key board just inside the 
office.  Also, if you witness any suspicious activity at the 
club, please take a moment to investigate and introduce 
yourself to visitors if necessary.  If you believe it may be 
a dangerous situation, please call the police and notify 
Mike Higgins, the General Manager. 
 

I have enjoyed seeing so many of our members at SSA 
on almost any day of the week.  It seems that the club is 
almost constantly busy between scheduled weekend 
racing, the junior program during the week, Tuesday 
night TESODs, Friday night dinners and all the other 
comings and goings of our members and guests.  When 
things are busy, please try to remain patient and 
considerate of others who are also using the club.  On 
days of SSA’s scheduled weekend races, please defer to 
those who are racing if you are visiting for other  

 
activities.   If you notice some trash or something out of 
place, please take a moment to help keep SSA clean.   
 

Finally, the new pier is now complete.  I think you will 
agree that it is a huge improvement and it should serve 
SSA for decades to come.  Many thanks to all those who 
were involved with the planning and coordination, in 
particular our facilities chair, Sean Smith. 
 

Commodore Luke Shingledecker 
 
Upcoming Events 
·  Annapolis Fireworks Celebration – July 4th  

Dark N’ Stormy’s will be OPEN for hot dogs and 
bratwurst, cold refreshments and treats for the kids. 
The fireworks are planned for 9:15 off the Naval 
Academy seawall, so once again the SSA deck will 
be the best seat in town! Bring your Gate Cards. 
There will be security at the gate and guests should be 
accompanied by a member for entry. Check for 
street/water closings at the Annapolis City website 
www.annapolis.gov. As a guide,  plan to come early and 
stay late.  

·  Junior Family Nights – July 2 & 23rd from  5:30-
7:30 pm.  See page 4 for details. 

·  TESOD continues on into the summer heat! First Gun 
at 6pm. Contact Nan if you are interested in helping 
out for Race Committee. 

 
IMPORTANT REMINDERS 
·  All boats, dollies, trailers need to have 

identification. Do not leave unlabeled or  unlocked 
equipment at the club. There has been reports of 
missing dollies, etc. 

·  RC Substitute List is available on the Members Only 
site under Members Needing Days Reports.  Please 
notify the VC and office of any substitutions. There is 
also a list of juniors for hire ($50/day) available from 
the office. 
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SSA BOARD OF GOVERNORS 
MEETING MINUTES FOR MAY 11, 2009 

 

All Present: Jen Cook, John Gebhardt, Mike Higgins, 
Bruce Irvin, David Koepper, Greg Leonard, Luke 
Shingledecker, Sean Smith, Joe Van Gieson, Nan 
Walker, Hal Whitacre  
 

The April minutes were approved with minor edits.  
   

OFFICE MANAGER’S REPORT 
·  Wed., 5/20, 2 p.m., Blue Angels flight 

demonstration.  Dark N Stormy’s will be open.  
·  Membership Dues: $488 is still pending. 
·  Boat Storage Balance Due: $600 pending 
·  University of Maryland payment of $4,925 is 

pending ($640 dues + $4,285 storage) 
·  Lockers in Arrears: $275 pending payments. 
·  RC Buy-Outs have $300 in arrears.  
·  TESOD RC still needed. 
·  Summer office hours start the week of June 15. 

Hours are Mon., Wed., Thu.: 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.; Tue. 4 
p.m. – TESOD; Fri., 9 a.m. – 2 p.m. 

 

GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT 
·  The regular season RC equipment and boats are 

performing well. The Parker partially sank during 
the NOOD regatta, but Mike was able to haul it out 
of the basin where it had been tied up over night. In 
the future, the Parker and RIB must be hauled at the 
end of each race day. 

·  The three cranes had their annual OSHA inspection; 
several repairs have been scheduled. Mike will use a 
digital leveler to get a baseline level measurement on 
all three cranes. 

·  Breakwater and piling replacement work is going 
well, except for weather delays. Mike has been 
working closely with Dan and John to minimize 
impact on SSA activities; they have been very 
cooperative. Mike requested that the contractors be 
allowed a small area at the beginning of the pier for 
storage of equipment or a dumpster as needed.  

·  Mike repaired the 420 dock with help from the 
contractors.   

·  Mike would like the Board to consider higher 
quality outdoor tables and chairs for the deck.  

·  Mike suggested we consider getting ice rink-style 
mats for the middle basin concrete launching area. 
The blue carpet would remain on floating docks. He 
will look into prices. 

·  Mike requested funds to allow him to replace some 
worn-out flooring in the cottage and replace the 
worn bathtub surround. Mike will send the list of 
repairs needed to Sean. 

 

FACILITIES REPORT 
·  Center Basin Pilings: Ten pilings were replaced. All 

have copper caps and mooring line chocks attached 
with 1/2" screws.  

·  Pier Construction: The deck and primary section of 
the existing pier/wave screen has been removed. 
Batter piles are being placed along the primary 
section this week. Current projections have the 
contractor driving pilings over the next two weeks, 
then decking the new pier in the following week.  

·  Dock fenders: The Board discussed several options 
for dock fenders. The committee is checking with 
fleet captains about their preference for a fendering 
system and would like to make a determination on 
the design by the end of this week. 

·  Ladders: New ladders have been installed. No 
complaints have been heard about their position or 
design. 

·  Dumpster: The contractor prefers that it be left on 
site until the end of demolition. No issues with its 
location have  expressed by members.  

·  420 floating dock: A temporary repair for a broken 
attachment to the bulkhead has been completed.  
Contractors have suggested a design and are 
submitting a comprehensive repair proposal for 
Board approval. The Board approved spending up to 
$5,000 on a permanent repair.   

 

FINANCE REPORT 
·  Revenues: In comparison to operating revenues at 

this time last year, membership dues are $1.5K 
lower, transient wet slip fees are $9K lower (and dry 
storage fees are $5K lower. We expect to fall short 
of the revenue budget this year. 

·  Expenses: Operating expenses are about $5K higher 
than last year at this time.  

·  The Capital One CD was not renewed as we had planned 
because the interest rate they offered for 1 year was very 
low.  

 

SAILING COMMITTEE REPORT 
·  A Snipe Fleet request to host the 2010 Nationals 

during the 2nd full week of the Jr. Program, June 
18th-25, 2010, was not approved due to concerns 
about the club’s ability to successfully accommodate 
both groups for one week.   

·  The Thistle Fleet requests to host the Thistle District 
Championships during the 2010 season, preferably 
in early June. The committee is awaiting more 
detailed information. 

·   
·  The Day Sailer Fleet is interested in holding a 

National regatta in 2011. The committee is awaiting 
more detailed information. 
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·  SSA will not participate in the Summer Sailstice 

event on June 21st, but the committee recommends 
having someone attend or find out more information 
as a possible 2010 activity. 

 

STANDING RACE COMMITTEE REPORT 
·  Racing is off to a good start despite some weather 

problems. 
·  SSA’s work operating one of four NOOD courses 

received praise from the organizers. See note in GM 
report about the Parker. 

·  Mike Waters and the RC crew did a great job with 
the 80+ Laser Atlantic Coast Champs May 2-3. 

·  A few minor equipment issues (the Ollie and a 
hailer) are being addressed. 

·  The Board decided to get a back-up cannon. 
 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
·  New associate members, membership status 

changes, and resignations were approved. 
·  While the number of voting members has remained 

steady, the number of new Associate members is 
lower than last year at this time.  

 

JR. COMMITTEE REPORT 
·  High School Program: This program went well and 

is wrapping up for the spring. Allowing schools to 
field multiple teams in more local regattas resulted 
in many more sailors getting out at each regatta. Joel 
was instrumental in orchestrating this change. 

·  Spring Opti Program: The Opti team attended the 
Team Trials. It was a very tough fleet and the kids 
that went learned a lot.  

·  Summer Program: Registration is going well. 
·  There is a final candidate for Junior Program 

Director, pending the offer’s acceptance.  
 

OLD BUSINESS 
·  The Board decided to extend the deadline for the 

survey to May 31. Luke and John will work on the 
quantitative analysis and Jen will work on non-
response follow up and a content analysis of open- 

 
 
ended responses. We will put a link to the survey on 
SSA’s homepage and in the Members Only page. The 
survey committee will present the results at the July 
Board meeting, and will post results it in the Members 
Only section of SSA’s website soon afterward.  
 

NEW BUSINESS 
·  The Board discussed food service license and 

insurance issues.  
 

Meeting adjourned at 10:00 pm 
Next meeting will be Monday, June 15 @ 6:45 p.m.       

 

 
FLEET NEWS 
 

J 22 Fleet 
 

The J22 Fleet sailed their summer series on Sunday June 28th.  
Eight boats from SSA were joined by 3 of our friends from 
AYC, making for a great turnout of 11 boats. The fleet was 
fortunate to catch some very unusual Chesapeake Bay summer 
weather.  Temperatures were on the cool side, the sun was 
hidden by mostly overcast skies and the breeze was 10-12 
knots out of the North West. Perfect J22 sailing weather!  
Three good races were held before the fleet retired to the dock 
for beers and David's famous Dark-and-Stormies. Jeff Todd 
won the day with 2 bullets and a second, followed by Warren 
Richter in second and Alon Finkelstein in third. 
 

Congratulations are also due to SSA members Joe 
McCorkell and Brent Ostbye, who competed together in 
the J22 Worlds held on Lake Garda in Italy.  Word has it 
the conditions were epic...breezes consistently 25-30 
knots with a  total of 13 races were sailed.  Sponsored by 
Annapolis Sailing Fitness, Joe and Brent performed 
outstandingly, finishing 12th in a very competitive 36 
boat fleet.  Congrats again to them for doing themselves 
and SSA proud. 
 

Thursday night J-world racing is on-going with SSA 
boats regularly finishing at or near the top of the fleet.  
The short course, close boat-on-boat action is the perfect 
way to hone your starts, boat speed, boat handling and 
maneuvering skills. 
 

Lastly, the J22 Fleet is hosting our invitational regatta, 
the Mid-Atlantics, the weekend of August 15-16th.  It's 
always a great event, so let's all try to get out on the 
water for that one. 
 

REDUCE   REUSE   RECYCLE 
Please do your part to help pick up trash around the 
clubhouse and lot. There are marked recycle bins 
for cans and bottles. If a bin is full you can help to 
unload to the large containers by the dumpster for 
pick up. Hang up and turn the hoses off after use. 

MEMBERSHIP CHANGES  

NEW MEMBERS 
 

Gretchen Esbensen (Jr. 
Associate) 
Fleet: Laser 
 

Rob Kotler (Associate) 
Fleet: V15 
 

Fred Mertes 
 (Reinstated Voting) 
Fleet: Lightning 

RESIGNATIONS 
Ross Dierdorff 
(Supporting) 
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Thistle Fleet 
 

The Thistle Fleet just hosted their districts in Baltimore 
with 17 boats. Our next big event is the ACC's at SSA, 
when we expect 50+ Thistles on the line for one of the 
best events on the East coast. After that we head to 
Westport, CT for Nationals the first week of August.  
 

I know of some good used boats for sale in the 2-10k 
range, so let me know if you are interested in the Thistle. 
 
V15 Fleet 
 

On June 27, our Spring Series was held at SSA.  Even 
though we had a small fleet, racing was very tight as 
Nick Muzia/Matt Young, Scott Gelo/Jennifer Bickford, 
and Asa Church/Lea Miller battled it out on a 5-10 knot 
sunny day on the bay finishing respectively.  Everyone 
walked away with the latest SSA beer mug trophies.  
Special thanks to Matt and Lori Schubert and Renee 
Mehl for lending their boats out for the regatta. 
 

Our fleet has grown popularity at TESOD this summer 
with 7-10 boats on the line every Tuesday night.  Racing 
is fun and relaxed and competitive.  
 

Our next SSA fleet series race is the first Summer Series 
held on Sunday July 12 and is the only day of weekend 
racing in July for our fleet.  Hope to see everyone out on 
the line! 
 

We have launched a new Google Group site to provide 
everyone with the latest information, regatta schedules, 
and pictures for our fleet.  It also includes a TESOD 
participation report and is our main email distribution 
service for fleet notices.  Check out the page at 
http://groups.google.com/group/ssav15/. Contact Scott 
Gelo if you are interested in sailing a V15 or crewing on 
one.  

 
SSA  Junior Teamwork in ACTION

 
Junior Program  
 

The Junior Program is in full swing with almost 80 
Junior Sailors participating daily in Optimists and 420s. 
Coming up for our Junior Sailors, we have our annual 
Sandy MacVickar regatta July 9th. We will host racing 
from the Green Fleet Opti level to racing in Opti White, 
Blue, and Red Fleets, Lasers, Laser Radial, Laser 4.7, 
and C420s. SSA will also be hosting our Area C District 
Semifinals for the Bemis and Smythe Trophies on July 
24th. While the bulk of our competitions are later in the 
summer, SSA was already well-represented by our 
Optimist Travel Team. Six team members traveled to 
Brant Beach YC in NJ for the NJ Optimist State Champs 
June 24-5. Andreas Adam, Read Beigel, Hannah Polster, 
Andrew Schoene, Elena Vandenberg and Marc 
Vandenberg competed in the two-day event. Of 88 boats, 
we had three in the top 30 overall: Hannah 20th, Read 
26th, Andreas 28th. 
 
New this summer we are offering Adult classes. Our first 
session has proven to be very popular. All participants 
have signed up for the second session based on their first 
two classes. We have plenty of room to expand this 
class, so now’s the time to sign up. Tuesday nights 5:30 
– 8:30. The fee is $160. 
 
Due to high demand, we have added an additional two 
sessions of Optimist Beginner classes in the afternoons, 
1:00 - 4:00. Session dates are July 13-24, $395 and July 
27- Aug 6, $355. Also, there are still spots available for 
Opti Mates/Intermediates. 
 
Jr. Family Nights – July 2 & 30th 5:30-7:30pm 
 

Anyone participating in the program is welcome to come 
with their parents and siblings. Burgers and hotdogs are 
provided. Please bring a dish to share. Everyone is 
welcome to go sailing in instructor-run fun races. 
Remember to bring your PFDs. 
 

 
 

SSA Junior Teamwork in ACTION 
 
 

 

Adult Sailing Lessons 
Don’t want to get beat by your kids? 

 

The second session is July 14-August 3rd on 
Tuesday Nights from 5:30-8:30pm. 

The cost is $160. 
 

Register with the Junior Sailing office at 
410-263-0071 or email juniors@severnsailing.org 

 


